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  CLOUD GOES EXPLORING


  Cloud lived in the sky. There wasn’t much to do up there except float around all day, and Cloud grew discontented.


  ‘I’m bored and I’ve got no one to play with,’ Cloud said. Cloud called out to the Sunbeams who were sliding down their pathway from the Sun, ‘Sunbeams, will you play with me?’


  ‘Sorry … can’t stop right now,’ said the Sunbeams. ‘We’re hurrying to Earth. We have to fill up the rocks and plants and animals with our light.’


  ‘How wonderful!’ said Cloud. ‘I wish I could do something like that and I could use a bit of excitement.’


  ‘Sail closer to Earth, then,’ the Sunbeams suggested. ‘It’s a fascinating place. You could go exploring down there and have adventures.’
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  Cloud felt thrilled about being an explorer, and raced after the Sunbeams. They scampered straight into a forest of tall trees, but Cloud hovered just above and peered down through the emerald leaves to the forest floor below.



  ‘The Sunbeams are right,’ Cloud said. ‘That does look fascinating.’
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  Soon, Cloud was exploring the forest, delighted by everything. Wandering under tall ferns and over mossy rocks, Cloud found a waterfall. And a shiny purple bug. Then some mushrooms like pale, slender ghosts and some that looked like orange peel.
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  Cloud watched insects, scurrying through the leaves, and saw a beautiful butterfly and some busy red ants.


  ‘Wonderful,’ Cloud kept saying. ‘Wonderful.’


  Beside a pool fringed with ferns and feathery shadows, Cloud met a frog, squatting on a moss-covered log.
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  ‘Hello, lovely green frog. What’s your name?’


  ‘Gallump,’ said the frog. ‘Nice to meet you. You’re new here. Who are you?’


  ‘I’m Cloud.’


  ‘Why, so you are,’ said Gallump. ‘I didn’t recognise you, but I’ve seen you floating above the trees. Shouldn’t you be up in the sky instead of down here?’


  ‘Well, I wanted to go exploring,’ Cloud explained. ‘And now that I see how interesting Earth is, I think I’ll stay here for always.’


  Gallump hopped up and down. ‘What? Stay here for always? But you can’t.’


  Cloud was surprised. ‘Why can’t I?’
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  ‘Because, if you do stay here for always we won’t have any rain,’ said Gallump. ‘And if you’re not up in the sky, the sun will beat down with its hot rays and never stop beating. Then the trees and other plants will get thirsty, my pool will dry up and my soft, mossy log will turn hard and crackly. And then I’ll die.’


  ‘Oh, dear, that would be awful,’ said Cloud. ‘I never thought of that. I just wanted to explore and have adventures. I was bored with being me. I’m just an ordinary round cloud.’


  ‘No,’ said Gallump. ‘No one is ordinary. And you don’t have to be bored. You can have adventures and still be Cloud who looks after all of us down here. Listen carefully and I’ll tell you how. All you need is a little imagination…’


  So, can you guess what Gallump told Cloud?


  Here’s a clue.


  Look up at the sky when Cloud is floating about up there. Is Cloud just ordinary and round?


  No, Cloud is changing shape all the time, and you might see a fish or a frog, a lion or a bear, a whale or a kangaroo, a swan or a dog, or any number of wonderful things in those shapes.


  So wouldn’t it be fun to imagine that Cloud saw those things when Cloud came down to Earth, to explore and have adventures?
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  CLOUD FACTS


  



  Cirrus clouds.
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  Cirrus just means a ‘curl’. But don’t these clouds look like feathers, too? The curls are falling ice crystals being whipped away by a high wind. You see cirrus on fine sunny days, but they mean that the weather will change in about 24 to 48 hours. People often call them mares’ tails or horses’ tails.


  Cumulus clouds.
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  Cumulus just means a ‘heap’. You see them on warm, sunny days. Do they remind you of heaps of ice cream?


  Stratus clouds.
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  Stratus is a name that means ‘spread out’. All together, they look like a soft grey blanket spread across the sky. They make you think it might rain. If it does, the rain will only be light, although it could hang about for a few days.


  Nimbus clouds.
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  Nimbus just means ‘rainy cloud’, so you know if you see this you’re going to get wet. They make the sky look like a rough, dark sea, and if there are also fast-moving clouds there’ll be sudden showers.


  Cirro-cumulus clouds.
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  Cirro–cumulus are curly and heaped. They mean fine weather. People call a sky with these clouds a mackerel sky. In other words, they’re mottled like the patterned skin of the fish. But they remind me of flocks of sheep. What do they remind you of?


  Cumulus-nimbus clouds.
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  Cumulus-nimbus are heaped-up and rainy. They usually look like huge black mountains and mean that thunderstorms are on the way. Some people call them ‘thunderheads’.
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